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A Defector’s Story

Stefarn Svirdlev is one of the few officers 10 defect from Bulgar-
ia’s feared secret service—and live 10 tell about it In Munich,
Svirdiev gave NEWSWEEK’S Zofia Smardz an mszder:yzew of
Buigaria’ s enforcers in action. Her reporc - . o ~

.

his country’s domination‘by the Soviet Union: heis.convinced

* that the KGB ordered the Bulgarians to killzhe pope.*‘Bulgaria "

has no mnterest in ldlhngafpopc,” he-says,';bmasmtdhu
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»lcvesays Ina faaory,*-somc agents were nsponsxblc for the

factoryasa wholeand some only for individuals. The collsbora-
torsweceived instructionsin 'secret meetings~with DS officers.
Secret collaborators abroad were usuzlly forexgn nationals. like
Mehmet Ali Agea,-whomight get quick training in their own
.country or be brought to Bulgaria for lessons from the DS. .

* ‘Dossiers: Svirdiev.supervised the activities.of all of the divi-

.+ sionsof the Jocal DSinPerriik. He was responsible for maintain-
Svirdiev is a short, baldish man with a faoe likea potatomxd ;

dark. Bzlkan eyes. He is an impassioned natiopalist; he deplores

- ing public orderandor tssuing permits for Bulgarians 1o travel
abroad. In 1970 heswas.ordered by a Special.directive 10 take

. chageof ,prcvcnuvcsvoﬂ{ —-prepamxg extensive.dossiers on -

;-country it has to-camry-out its orders <-.-'E)emo!uscnons-:th +ado

*-1ask, the more trustworthythe weapon:
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Svirdlev was an officer m'the Bulgarian Durzhavna Sigurnost befo"ﬁ:‘iw-aﬂ oommnmstsx:xpdleafrom !hepm-:y_forhvormg :

when be fied afier an unsuccessful power strugglein 1971, Atthe
tme, Svirdlev said, the DS had 40,000 emp

* 'TnmsmofMamsm——andthe children of all “‘deviationists.” In
' caseiof uarwmh ‘Bulgaria’s neighbors, Svirllev’s orders were

m
--officers, the rest support-personnel. I'h:*bﬁcczs'*wcrcmevcr_ ““:zx'ﬁhux:&kca‘ﬂ of ‘xhesiangctonspeoplc;xoihem of the

referred 1o asagentsbutratheras “‘investigatorsor “imtelligence ~co

. gatherers.” Recruitng officers sdecwdvscvaﬂmdndzms'and-ﬁ
‘says, was “‘absolute’devotion 10 the mgm:.notr-&mﬂer:! Feirtin

then picked the best. The chief cnu:non,vaxﬁl:v b Liser

_ only on the part of the candidate but ofaIllﬂmsc
_-around him and with whom:he comes into.con-;
1act™ Afier a candidate was selected, hefilled out ©
‘-an application form. “Nobody-chooses ﬁeDS," *
’.Svudlcvsays. “The DSchoosesthem ™ 57 rimsuban
Svirdlev was chosen forthe' DS 1n 19661&:-3
“distinguished 15-year stint-with the Bulgarian .
- ‘border guard, which is closely aligned with the
DS. He quickly rose 1o colonel, working'with
agents in Bulgaria. “The operatives were called*
~secret collaborators. They-ran:from bluocoﬂxrj
awarkers .10 .generals. THAwsystem-of DS agentss
k aonblsthcmmueoﬂﬂ'concvayievd,’:Smﬂ—i
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un!!y—zndhll themiifithe enemy approathed ¥om 5. <
‘lw:nngoxﬂusﬁmﬂnsxonedsm‘mmvm
Sowi T T munists bécaméaware thatBilgaria was losing .
‘z'i&" facebecanseofits completesnbordination 1o Mos-=
=y [ SOV, besayiiBerween 1965 2081971 therewere
S [mwmpxsadmgned*m&nuk*ﬁe&ﬁa—‘
! MostowSeSvirdievioined dne plotin 1969, then *
"ﬂeaim Grcecemfter -an-unsotoesdfdl “patsch Gm~
r19ﬂ%ulgm:ameeﬂ hxmtn’ﬂathmtbs:um
Pater that yeir*He tiow lives afix '
«Munich Jeeping -his «whereszbounts e ‘secrer cnd
¢ Jooking over his shoulder. And for the first time in
* his life, theworkers'-staie copis alaborer. “Now1 °
two&maﬁamymMmhﬂIﬁnWs
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